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Dear Arc Family!
Thank you for all you do for us. Whether you have given from
your pocket, your time, your possessions or some other way,
it means the world to our individuals. Every bit counts and
together, we are creating opportunities and changing futures
for the better!
 

 

The Best is Yet to Come 
Our motto this year says it all! Last year was all about new
beginnings and fresh starts. This year is about rolling with the
amazing opportunities afforded our programs. The Arc serves
over 700 individuals with developmental disabilities in
Jefferson and Blount Counties through 4 core programs each
year. So keep an eye out how you can get involved, because
trust us, you do NOT want to miss out on all the great things
we have planned!

 

Tweets, Posts and Gramming! 
If you have not heard about The Arc's entrance into the social
media world, you must be living under a rock! We have
recently made a huge effort to catch up with the 21st

http://www.arcofjeff.org/
http://www.arcofjeff.org/donate/
http://www.arcofjeff.org/contact/


May 25th: Memorial
Day - Offices
Closed
June 5th: Sporting
Clays
August 15th: Toast
to The Arc

century and make our presence known on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. Thank you for those who have come
along with us, favoriting, retweeting, commenting and liking
each of our posts. To make sure you do not miss a single
moment, follow us! 

           

News from the I/DD World 
Autism Acceptance 
April is Autism Acceptance Month. Notice that's "acceptance," not "awareness" as many might
think. Most everyone is aware of Autism. In fact the Center for Disease Control recently
declared 1 in 68 children may land somewhere on the autism spectrum, so the chances that
you personally know someone with Autism Spectrum Disorder is very likely.
 
The theme of Autism Acceptance Month this year is "Inclusion." All month long The Arc joined
the nation in celebrating stories of acceptance. Each of you knows someone, a family
member, a friend, a neighbor or coworker who not only refuses to see Autism negatively, but
challenges the world to do the same. And we couldn't agree more! Success stories are the
name of the game this month and there are never a shortage of posts. Please take a minute to
look back over   for some very inspirational stories!The National Arc's Blog
 
This month at The Arc of Jefferson County, we too are embracing the theme! Not only did we
host a Zumbathon on April 2nd, World Autism Day, to raise funds for our Special Olympics
Relay team, but many of our campuses agreed to "Light it up Blue" in support! We also took a
few more steps in planning the  which we are so honored to beWings for Autism Program
hosting for the program's first venture into Alabama! It is an amazing month of inclusion, and
while great strides are being taken towards full acceptance, there is still work to be done.
What can you do to empower individuals with autism spectrum disorder?
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ArcofJeffersonCounty
https://instagram.com/arcofjeffco
https://twitter.com/ArcofJeffCo
http://blog.thearc.org/
http://www.thearc.org/wingsforautism


 

Event Success 
Exceeding Goals
 
The 2014-2015 Fiscal Year is off to an astounding start! Not only have both of our first two
events, The Decked Out Dash and The Shamrock Shindig, exceeded goal, they combined to
raise more than $32,000 for The Arc! In addition, both events saw massive growth in
attendance from the previous year. It sounds like you enjoy our themed parties the most!
 

          
           
Having been rained out the year before, we were curious if the Decked Out Dash would lose
steam this year. We were pleasantly surprised! You turned out in droves in your jingliest bells,
shiniest tinsel, pointiest elf ears and jolliest smiles! Everyone enjoyed a visit from the busiest
man of the season, Mr. Claus himself. He and Mrs. Claus read 'Twas the Night Before Christmas
just as a few special "snowflakes" began to fall on the crowd. Children enjoyed the Happy Feet
moon bounce and making melted snowmen ornaments to take home for their trees. All
enjoyed snapping a picture in the photo booth. Oh and let's not forget the perk of burning a
few calories during the tastiest time of the year! Click on the picture above to see photos
from the event. Thank you to all who participated and mark your calendars for early
December this year! You won't want to miss it because there is no telling what's in store!
 
Now, if you missed this year's Shamrock Shindig, you truly missed out! There were over 500 in
attendance, a buffet spread from Rusty's BBQ that made us weak at the knees, and hosted at
Avondale Brewery which is the hottest spot in town. There was dancing, laughing, drinking,
and prize-winning galore! Three lucky Shamrockers ended up with one of our grand prizes: an
iPad Air, $500 to Diamond's Direct, or $3,000 cash! Additionally, one Shamrocker found the
golden ticket in her Arc Bar which we sold at the event for the chance to win a weekend
beach-trip get-a-way! Prize winning or not, all felt lucky to be in attendance supporting The
Arc. But the truth is, we could not be luckier to be so supported by each and every one of
you! It's hard for us to put into words the true excitement generated by the event, but our
good buddy  does a pretty good job! Pete
 
We have many exciting events coming up! We are barely halfway into our calendar! First on
the list is our Annual Golf Tournament, to be held Friday May 8th at the beautiful Robert Trent
Jones Oxmoor Valley Course. Also, get your registration in ASAP for our Sporting Clays Event,
being held at Selwood Farms on Friday, June 5th! You can sign up for these events plus
others by emailing us at . development@arcofjeff.com

 

Bunco for The Arc! 
The Ladies of Crossbridge Church Show Their Support

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10155398726155321.1073741843.251407590320&type=1&l=ac9df9439a
https://instagram.com/p/0V8-W0MI55/?taken-by=arcofjeffco


The Ladies of Crossbridge Church Show Their Support
 
A few rolls of the dice helped one Shelby County church raise money and awareness for The
Arc of Jefferson County.  Crossbridge Community Church’s annual bunco night includes food,
fellowship and education about a local cause.  This year, the ladies at the church decided to
benefit the more than 700 individuals served by the Arc who have intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
               
Bunco is a dice game that consists of teams of two
players.  A group of four (two teams) sits at each table
and tries to roll a specific number during each round. 
For example, if the designated number is one, the team
that rolls the most “ones” in that round wins.  It’s a fun
“parlor” game that has really caught on among groups of
churches and women’s social groups.
 
These Bunco players at Crossbridge Community Church
not only donated money, but also brought in donations
of personal care items and cleaning supplies to be used
by The Arc’s residential program.  Throughout the month of February, church members also
focused on learning more about the organization and its mission.  Thanks to the ladies at
Crossbridge Community Church for their support of The Arc!

 


